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The past twelve months have been both busy and productive for the Georgia Commission on Child Support. In
August 2016, the Commission released the new Online Child Support Calculator, which is faster and more
intuitive than the Excel version. The Online Calculator can be used on smart devices such as tablets and phones.
Users always have the most up-to-date version of the calculator, since any changes made to it are immediately
available. It creates a .pdf document of your worksheet, which is now shorter because it only prints what is
relevant. There are many more good features about the Online Calculator, which we hope you will learn about
by using it. Many people are asking, with fear and trepidation, when the Excel calculator is going to go away.
The answer is that we are no longer supporting versions older than Excel 2007 or versions newer than Excel
2013. The Commission anticipates that it can support Excel for another year or two, but encourages everyone to
create an account for the Online Calculator, and begin using it. All of the calculators may be found on the Child
Support Commission’s website, http://csc.georgiacourts.gov.
Another recent project of the Child Support Commission was to investigate potential changes to the Child
Support Guidelines. This was done through the hard work of the Statute Review Committee, and was the
culmination of a few years of discussions. The bill was drafted by Legislative Counsel, Jill Travis, for whose
assistance the Commission is extremely grateful. The result was HB 308, which was ultimately attached to
another bill, SB 137. SB 137 passed the General Assembly and was signed by Governor Deal on May 9, 2017. It
contains a great deal of language clean up and correction, and changes language to make the Child Support
Guidelines gender neutral. Substantively, SB 137 accomplishes four main things:
1.
In Part I, Section 1-1(c), the bill requires that the final judgment shall have attached to it the child
support worksheet containing the calculation of the final award of child support and any schedule that was
prepared for the purpose of calculating the amount of child support.
2.
In Part I, Sections 1-4 and 1-5, the bill allows for the filing of multiple worksheets when there are
multiple children, so that when the oldest child is no longer eligible to receive child support, the child support
order will provide for a second amount calculated only for the children who remain in the home. Per the child
support guidelines, this subsequent amount must be supported by a worksheet; thus, the worksheets are
prepared at the time the original child support is ordered. This will save parents money in that they will not
have to modify child support when one of their children is no longer eligible to receive support. However, the
bill does nothing to prohibit either parent seeking a modification of the amount of support if other
circumstances (such as income of the parties or expenses of the children) have changed.
As a very simple example, let’s say a family with three children files for support. Each parent earns $4,000 per
month. With no other deductions or deviations, the amount of support the noncustodial parent will pay to the
custodial parent is $895.00/month. Once the oldest child turns 18 or finishes high school (up to age 20),
whichever comes later, the noncustodial parent will only be paying support for two children. That amount is
$784.00 per month. Finally, once the second oldest child turns 18, etc., the noncustodial parent will be paying
support only for the one remaining child, and that amount is $563.00 per month. Thus, the appropriate amount
of support is being paid based upon the number of children in the home without the parents having to go to
court to file for a modification of child support.
3.
Currently, a parenting time deviation is provided where the noncustodial parent has the children half, or
nearly half, of the time. This deviation can only be used to decrease the amount of the support. Part I, Section

1-6 of SB 137 changes that language so that the parenting time deviation can go either upward or downward. If
a noncustodial parent spends no time whatsoever with the child, and incurs no expense of having the child in
their home for any amount of time, the custodial parent may request an upward parenting time deviation since
the custodial parent is bearing the full cost of raising the children completely on their own.
4.
Part III, Section 3-1 allows the judge or jury discretion to take the work related child care expense out of
the child support calculation, when those child care costs are variable. This would apply when, for example, the
parties have a child who is four years old going to daycare full time, at the cost of around $800/month, but the
child will start kindergarten in a year. For that year of daycare, then, the judge may allocate pro rata shares of
the $800 expense to the parties (based upon the percentage of total income each party earns), and order it paid
by one party and reimbursed by the other as a specific dollar amount. Once the year is over, that expense is
gone – but if it had been a part of the child support calculation, the noncustodial parent would continue to pay
child support that includes that expense as part of the calculation until he or she files a modification petition to
reduce the amount of support. This will also work in situations where child care costs vary, perhaps during
summer months or school breaks. This provision saves the parents money by not requiring them to go back to
court for a modification of child support simply because the child care expense ends.
The “As Passed” version of SB 137 is available at: http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/20172018/170668.pdf.
As always, the staff of the Child Support Commission is here for you. We offer free training throughout the State
on both the use of the Online Calculator and child support in general. Our website
(http://csc.georgiacourts.gov) provides case law updates; video tutorials on how to use both the Online and
Excel Calculators; the worksheets; the statute; and a step-by-step guide to completing Income Deduction
documentation, along with fillable .pdf forms. Please let us know what we can do to help, by emailing
patricia.buonodono@georgiacourts.gov.
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